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Is this the scariest space in the Library?

Tick or treat?
by TLAS Staff

Frightened by finals?  Scared of 
Speeches?  Wracked by writing? Visit the Orange 
Room in the Main Library Tuesday, October 31st, 
from 2-4pm and meet experts to help plan for your 
research, writing, and speaking projects.  

In addition to piles of candy and treats, you’ll 
have the chance to talk to library specialists from 
across campus to learn how to take the bite 
out of challenging research papers.  Drafting a 
paper?  The Writers Workshop can help you craft 
expert prose to clearly convey your main ideas 

and provide a solid structure to organize your 
thoughts.  Speaking anxiety got you flustered?  
Talk to representatives from the Speaking Center 
to learn more about their workshops and one-on-
one consultations.

Or maybe you’ve already nailed your midterms and 
are just looking for a chance to relax with a good 
scare.  Step into our virtual reality haunted house 
experience, brought to you by the IDEA Lab in the 
Grainger Engineering Library and Information 
Center.  If you DARE!

Don’t hide in the closet or jump into a car that 
won’t start - come to the Orange Room’s Trick-
or-Treat Spectacular and have expert monster 
hunters help you escape from the upside-down 
and ace your final papers.

“...Step into our virtual reality haunted house experience...”

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that the Social Sciences, 
Health, and Education Library is home to the 
Mandeville Collection of occult sciences and 
parapsychology? Make sure to check out the 
collection, which has over 16,000 fascinating 
items about magic, cryptozoology, witchcraft, 
and other spooky topics! 

https://www.library.illinois.edu/sshel/
specialcollections/mandeville/
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NOVEMBER 7TH 1PM-2PM
Anxiety 101

Join the Counseling Center to learn 
about anxiety, how it can be helpful, 
when to seek help and coping 
strategies for managing symptoms 
of anxiety.  

NOVEMBER 10TH 3PM-4:30PM

Vulvas & Vaginas
McKinley Sexual Health Peers will 
be hosting an open workshop for 
students to engage in discussion 
and interactive activities around 
contraceptives, intimate hygiene, 
body positivity and female sexual 
anatomy.

NOVEMBER 13TH, 3PM-4PM
Drop-in Counseling: International 
Student Circle

International Student Circle is a safe 
space for international students to 
check-in with counseling center 
staff, while also creating connections 
and support within the diverse 
international student community at 
U of I.

NOVEMBER 27TH, 
3:30PM-4:30PM (ONLINE)
Effective Presentation Design

Learn practical skills for creating 
a standout slide deck from the 
Speaking Center.

The Spooky Mystery of the Missing 
Bust

As Halloween draws near, join us in 
uncovering a campus mystery. Back 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the 
“Statue Liberation Society” made their 
presence known on our campus by 
swiping the Lincoln bust from Lincoln 
Hall in October 1979, only to have it 
mysteriously reappear on a tree stump 
on the University golf course. 

The Society targeted the bust of 
Lloyd Morey, former University of 
Illinois president, residing in the Main 
Library’s atrium in December 1981. 
To this day, that sculpture remains 
missing, while the alcove still bears his 
name and platform.

In 2011, the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences received a package with a 
CD recording of an altered male voice 
explaining the incidents along with 
a list of six demands, touching upon 
campus issues such as pedestrian 
safety, food quality, and more.

As we approach Halloween, the 
whereabouts of Lloyd Morey’s bust 
remain a puzzling riddle. The empty 
alcove serves as a chilling reminder of 
this enduring campus enigma.

Doc Express

One particularly rainy fall evening 
has been the subject of library lore 
for several years. A freshman -alone 
in her dorm room - struggled to 
write a research paper. A particularly 
particular professor assigned this 
paper, and she struggled to find 
relevant sources online. It was too late 
for the Ask a Librarian chat service. 
Panic was setting in, and she had to do 
something. 

While she was thinking, a loud noise 
startled her from behind! A fierce gust 
of wind had blown a stack of books 
from the sill. It gave her an idea - she 
would search the print collections. It 
must have been her lucky night, as 
she found a book chapter that was 
exactly what she needed. It was at the 
Oak Street Facility, but she was smart 
and determined. With a few clicks 
of her mouse, she placed an order 
for the chapter to be scanned and 
send to her through the Doc Express 
service. It arrived within two days, 
and the professor was so in awe of 
the resulting paper that he collapsed 
reading it. The student graduated 
first in her class, though legend has 
it several more of her professors died 
similar deaths.

Missing Bust

Lloyd Morey (not pictured), had a 
bust of his face in the Main Library 
until it mysteriously disappeared 
in 1981.  You can see the empty 
pedestal on the first floor, just past 
the Library Gallery next to the stairs 
to the second floor. 


