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The paragraph below is excerpted from the introduction of a proposal submitted to CEE548, used with permission of the author. The proposed work focused on nitrate removal in wetlands. The references have been taken out for this exercise.
PART 1: Use this paragraph to practice selective, global response. Identify 1 positive comment and 1-2 priorities for improvement. 

However, not all nitrogen-containing contaminants can be treated fully in wastewater treatment plants to a low level, also many non-point agricultural run-offs could bring in lots of nitrate fertilizer to ecosystem. Wetland is said to be the kidney of the earth, and much natural formed and manmade nitrate/nitrite could get reduced there. Different kinds of species in their ecological system can regulate the nitrogen gain and loss, and the abundant species of microorganisms play an important role in fixation and denitrification processes in wetlands. Denitrification ability is gradually becoming a significant function evaluation index ecological condition indicator for wetlands.
PART 2: In groups of 2-3 people, compare your responses to each other and to the sample response below. Observe differences and discuss – do they originate from different purposes or learning objectives? Work together to prepare a combined response.

However, not all nitrogen-containing contaminants can be treated fully in wastewater treatment plants to a low level, also many non-point agricultural run-offs could bring in lots of nitrate fertilizer to ecosystem. Wetland is said to be the kidney of the earth, and much natural formed and manmade nitrate/nitrite could get reduced there. Different kinds of species in their ecological system can regulate the nitrogen gain and loss, and the abundant species of microorganisms play an important role in fixation and denitrification processes in wetlands. Denitrification ability is gradually becoming a significant function evaluation index ecological condition indicator for wetlands.
Sample Response:
Good job identifying background information that the reviewers will need to understand your proposed work! However, there are so many different points that I have some trouble following the flow and identifying what information is the most important. As you revise your introduction, start sentences with information that is already familiar to the reader (first things first) and end sentences with information that is particularly important (best for last). This structure should help you improve the flow and identify gaps or unnecessary information. See Gopen & Swan’s article for more information.
Gopen, George D., and Judith A. Swan. 1990. The Science of Scientific Writing. American Scientist 78:550
