
join an ensemble
BANDS
British Brass Band
Basketball Band
Hindsley Symphonic Band
Illinois Wind Symphony
Marching Illini
University Concert Band
Volleyball Band
Wind Orchestra

ORCHESTRAS 
Illini Strings
Philharmonia
Symphony Orchestra

JAZZ ENSEMBLES
4 Jazz Bands
10+ Jazz Combos 
Jazz Guitar Ensemble
Jazz Saxophone Ensemble
Jazz Trombone Ensemble
Latin Jazz Ensemble
Student-Faculty Jazz Ensemble
Vocal Jazz Ensemble

Visit music.illinois.edu/ensembles for audition information

Choral Ensembles
Black Chorus
Oratorio Society
University of Illinois Chorale
University Chorus
Varsity Men’s Glee Club
Women’s Glee Club

CHAMBER ENSEMBLES
Brass Quintets
Concerto Urbano
Harp Ensemble
Horn Choir
Illinois Modern Ensemble
Piano Ensembles
Saxophone Quartets
String Quartets
Trombone Choir
Trumpet Choir
Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble
Woodwind Quintets

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLES
I-Pan 
Percussion Ensemble
Steel Band
World Percussion Ensemble

World Music Ensembles
Balinese Gamelan
Balkanalia



Choral Ensembles and VOcal Opportunities
Choral ensembles for beginning through advanced singers are available for credit. Placement auditions are 
held during the first week of the fall semester. For those wishing to join in the second semester, auditions 
may be arranged on an individual basis.

The Lyric Theatre division produces fully staged performances of opera, operetta, and musical theatre. 
Auditions are held at various times of the year for specific productions.

Voice Lessons for college credit are also available based on audition.

Orchestras
Any student wishing to be considered for the U of I Symphony Orchestra must audition using the published 
excerpts. 

String players who are not music-majors may play two contrasting movements or excerpts (about 5 minutes 
of material) for placement in either the Philharmonia or the Illini Strings. 

Concert Bands
Any student wishing to be considered for the Illinois Wind Symphony or the Wind Orchestra requires an 
audition using the published excerpts for the “Unified” audition. 

Placement in the Hindsley Symphonic Band or University Concert Band is also by audition but requires 
only a chromatic scale demonstrating your range, two scales of your choice, and a two-minute solo, etude 
or excerpt of your choice. 

Athletic Bands
Auditions for the Marching Illini are held at various times throughout the spring semester for the following 
fall. Visit the Bands website  (bands.illinois.edu) for complete information.

Auditions for the Basketball or Volleyball Bands occur during the first week of classes in the fall semester. 
Visit bands.illinois.edu for audition information.

Jazz ensembles
Auditions for all jazz ensembles are held during the first week of classes in the fall semester. Audition 
requirements vary by instrument, but generally include some improvisation and sight-reading. 

Options for non-students
Members of the community are welcome to join the following three ensembles, which may be taken for 
credit. Registration is not required.

Oratorio Society – SATB chorus; usually performs with full symphony orchestra.
Balinese Gamelan – Indonesian percussion orchestra.
Balkanalia – An instrumental ensemble studying the music of the Baltics.

school of music ensembles

Visit music.illinois.edu/ensembles for audition information

Audition Information


