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Snapchat has become 
one of the biggest ways to 
communicate in todays 
world. You can talk, send     
pictures, react to stories, and 
discover new ways of      
thinking through the app. 
Back in 2014, there were 50 
million users of the app. 

Today, there are more than 161 million peo-
ple that use Snapchat every day, with an         
average of the app being opened 18 times by a 
single user. Contrasting with the amount of times 
the app is open, the average time on the app is 
25 to 30 minutes a day (Carson). Snapchat 
claims that there are 2.8 billion Snaps that 
are created and sent, with 60% of users using 
the app to also chat with friends. 

Intro to 
the 

Snap
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Snapstreaks were created back in 2015, 
which let users keep track of 
the number of days that Snap 
with one other person. To gain 
a Snapstreak, you need to send 
at least one Snap to a friend 
and receive a Snap back, which 
increases the number of       
consecutive days. Today, the 
longest Snapstreak in the world 
is 977. That is 2 and a half 
years of Snapchatting continuously on a daily   
basis… Holy Snap. 

Through this project, I want to       
discover how the addition of Snapstreaks 
got people involved with the app like never     
before. Snapstreaks have led users to       
develop a need to use the app on a daily 
basis. This has translated to a daily chore, 
having the importance of the communica-
tion through the app decrease constantly. 
When the communication is needed and 
not wanted, the prominence of the content 
being sent looses its impact. 
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Communication through Snap-
chat has built a barrier around what     
actual communication is. When you 
communicate with someone, there 
is a purpose behind your action, 
whether it’s an inside joke, a          
reminder, or a  conversation. With 
Snapstreaks, the purpose behind 
the action is changed form commu-
nicative to numerical. For some     
users, wanting to have the highest 
number possible is the only        
purpose behind the action of     
sending a snap.
This doesn’t keep people from      
letting Snapchat be a productive 
way of communicating with friends 
while keeping up relationships with 
a large amount of people. People 
“are growing their streaks and, by 
extension, their friendships, just 
by using the app” (Vega). Snapchat 
can act as a validation, giving more 
importance to communication than 
before. Just because the quality of 
the content has decreased, the     
importance that Snapchat brings to 
friendships has increased               
exponentially. 

Snapstreak 

vs.

Communication
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Taylor Lorenz 
describes        
today’s social 
media commu-
nication demographic as this; 
“Instagram likes are great, 
hearts on Messages are fine, 
but the one metric by which 
many teens live and die is the 
snap streak”. Lorenz inter-
viewed 17 teens to figure out 
just why these Snapstreaks 
were so important to personal 
relationships. One teen said that 
“if you lose the streak you lose 
the friendship”(Lorenz). The 
teen backs his claim up with 
how when people don’t live 
next to you, the only reason to 
talk to them is if they have a 
Snapstreak going. This lets all 
of the pressure for just keeping 
relationships alive to be put on 
the Snapchat’s themselves. 

Another teen 
that Lorenz       
interviewed said 

that “streaks develop a level 
of friendship between people. 
The longer your snap streak 
is, the better friends you are”. 
On top of the pressure of just 
keeping relationships alive, 
Snapstreaks also have the 
ability to be a representation 
of the actual importance of 
the relationship. The teens 
also go into the connection of 
Snapchat to social dynamics 
within friend groups. “Having 
more streaks makes you feel 
more popular”, a 15-year-old 
from Virginia believed. “A big 
part of it is social                    
acceptance” (Lorenz). 

Taylor 
Lorenz
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Every teenager in school has the word “popular” swirling in their 
heads as they walk through the doors as a freshman. It’s inevita-
ble that certain groups of teenagers get labeled as the “popular 
kids”, with now Snapstreaks being a part of the criteria. The 
higher of number of streaks you have doubles as how many 
friends you have, making the number of Snapstreaks be an         
indicator of popularity. A teen added that Snapstreaks are “like a 
score. If you see your friends have a lot of streaks, you’re like, 
‘whoa, that guy knows a lot of people’”. If people want to talk 
to you daily, you’ve got to be cool, right?

Now what exactly do the pictures in 
these streaks look like? According to 
the teenagers in Lorenz’s interview, 
many teens said that people wake 
up a few minutes early for school 
just so they can send out a blank 
screen that has the word “streaks” 
across it to everyone in their recent 
contacts, successfully adding a    
number to each streak. This lets the 
personal communication be not      
individualized but generic, having 
the messages that are sent be identi-
cal to each other. 
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Because it only takes one day to break Snapstreaks, 
the amount of pressure to keep them alive some-
times is too much. When time is running low, an 

emoji of an hour glass will appear next to the num-
ber acting as a warning sign. This emoji appears when 
you have 4 hours left to Snapchat your friend in order 

to keep the number rising. 

One of the teenagers from Lorenz’s article explains a     
moment where “one of her friends actually called her 
while she was sleeping to make sure their streak would 
still be going. He called her four times and woke her up 
to keep the streak alive”.
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 Attempts to save Snapstreaks 
don’t always end effectively. 
When Snapstreaks are lost, 
there is no way to go back and 
get it back and because of the 
amount of effort that is put into 
these Snapstreaks, it is obvious 
that there are costs emotionally 
when these Snapstreaks are 
lost. Teens get “really upset,    
especially if the streak had 
been going for like 400 or 500 
days”. Breaking a Snapstreak is 
like breaking a friendship,     
having that number of valida-

tion disappear, having the 
need to talk vanish 

along with it. 
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The loss of a Snapstreak 
doesn’t always need to 
be a heartbreak. Nick 
Vega woke up one morn-
ing to realize he lost a 
159-day long Snapstreak 
with a close friend of his. 
In an article titled I just lost a 159-
day Snapchat streak and I 
couldn’t be happier, he explains 
the loss as if “part of (him) had 
died when (he) was 
sleeping.” The     
initial shock was 
filled with emotions 
like anger,            
disbelief, disap-
pointment, and sadness, with at 
the same time going back and 
forth arguing with his friend over 
where the blame for the loss 
should fall. But after a few hours, 
Nick describes how he was no 
longer annoyed but relieved. He  
articulates that his experience 
with streaks quickly went from 
something fun to something that 
gave him anxiety and stress.

Nick 
Vega

When you have an active streak, 
you personally feel obligated to 
keep going, which is the entire 
point. This takes the entertain-
ment element out of the picture. 

Vega verbalizes that 
“using Snapchat for 
the sake of keeping 
a streak alive sucks 
the joy out of what is    
otherwise a fun 

app”, having the feature of 
Snapstreaks be a main reason to 
why he is being driven away from 
the app. Sometimes the pressure 
of Snapstreaks lets the user grow 
to resent the app and the way 
“streaks have made (them) feel 
compelled to use it” starts to   
shatter. But even after all of this, 
Vega still has a Snapstreak that is 
289 days and counting. 

“Using Snapchat for the 

sake of keeping a streak alive

 sucks the joy out of what is 

otherwise a fun app”
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The addictive-
ness of the app is well 

represented with the popularity of it. With over 160       
million users, the app understandably has the ability to bring 

people in and keep them there. Natasha Dow Shüll’s article 
that talks about gambling and the addictiveness of its design can 
closely relate to Snapchat and its features. Schüll describes an addic-
tion as a “condition that develops out of sustained interaction between 
a subject and an object; both sides of the interaction matter, each in 
their own way.” (Schüll, 167) 

Natasha

Dow

Shüll

This relates to the relationship between Snapchat and its user, having the 
user’s interaction just as important as the way the app is engaging the user. 
If this relationship is positive, the addictiveness of the app can take over, 
making people’s usage transfer to mechanical. “What begins as an     
autonomous act thus becomes part of the automatic actions”, Schüll       
describes, “and reaction of the doer, resulting in a loss of the sense of self” 
(Schüll, 171). 
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She makes this connection to the action of 
gambling, with the ongoing repetitive action 
loose its purpose.  Describing the extensive  
action of gambling, she goes into how         
constant interaction can take the machine and 
give it more meaning to oneself.  

Mirroring back to Snapchat, the          
current action makes the app feel like 
it’s a part of actual relationships rather 
than just a platform for relationships to 
take place. Snapstreaks become the 
friendships, having the number       
emulate as the true meaning for the 
contact to be taken place. 

“yet over the course of repeated play something 
called the "embodied relation," in which a person 

feels that a technological object is an extension of his 
own cognitive and even motor capacities, replaces a 

sense of the machine's alterity." “(Schüll, 174).
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Cooley’s article titled In Hand & On 
the Go. Design, Neuroscience, and   
habits of perception handheld goes 
into the corporation of Apple     

technology and how they designed their products to be the center 
of all digital technology. The design of anything is important to its 
overall meaning, having sight be the initial facilitator to the reaction 
of users. “From the beginning, Apple embraced a design logic that 
communicates approachability and familiarity” (Cooley, 29), Cooley 
says as she highlights how Apple products started to move away 
from cold and impersonal aesthetics. Translating over to Snapchat, 
the app’s interface and design is very user friendly, having the       

approachability and familiarity well observed. This gets more 
users to use the app and to feel comfortable while using it. 
The simple screen of where you take a photo to recent         	
	 	 	 updates that involve circles of the images stacked on 
	 	 	 	 top of each other on the left hand side, giving a 	

	 	 	 	 	 simple yet effective design of the app. Cooley 	
	 	 	 	 	 adds that “other industrial designers have shared 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 this pursuit of technology that seems	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 human friendly because its simplicity 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and purity” (Cooley, 31), highlighting 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 the importance of clarity and  	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 directness within composition. 

Heidi Rae 
Cooley
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Along with this project, I wanted 
to conduct a little of my own      
research on how Snapchat is      
involved in our everyday commu-
nication. I focused on 3 women 
who are Juniors at the University 
of Illinois who were daily users of 
the app who also had a few 
Snapstreaks on their Snapchat. 

 
Personal

Interviews 

I wanted to focus my questions 
around Snapstreaks, like how 
many they have, what content do 
they usually contain, and so on. I 
wanted to see how the people 
around me used Snapchat and 
just how much time they invested 
in the app. 

Ava Heemsoth

Sophie Morris

Lexi Cosmos
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When did you first use Snapchat?

I first started using snapchat my sopho-
more year of high school (2013)

How often do you use Snapchat?

I use Snapchat every day

How many snapstreaks do you have?

I have 13 snapstreaks

How many of those people to you talk to in 
person on a day-to-day basis?

I talk to 2 of those people on a daily basis

Do you enjoy snapchatting?

At times. Sometimes it is very repetitive 
but other times i receive funny/interesting 
videos or pictures that i enjoy

Does having snapstreak feel like a neces-
sity?

I feel as if it has become more of a chore 
in my daily life to keep up the streak. i 
mainly go on Snapchat once and make 
sure i respond to everyone. 

If there were no numbers, would you still Snapchat     
frequently with the people you have streaks with now?

definitely not. If there were no numbers i would not 
feel the need to reply to people who snapchat me 
every day. 

When you send a snap, is there a difference in the     
context of the snap when your keeping a streak vs. just 
snapchatting someone?

yes there is. When I’m snap chatting someone out 
of the random it will normally be something funny 
or an inside joke. As for streaks, I just snapchat 
whatever i’m doing at that moment. 

what are some examples of the context of Snapchats 
when sent to keep a streak?

pictures of me making funny faces, pictures of half 
my face and the ceiling, a black screen (if sitting in 
the dark), or a picture of whatever is in front of me 
at the moment. 

What is your favorite/ least favorite part of Snapchat?

my favorite part about snapchat is it enables me to 
keep some sort of relationship with people that i 
otherwise would not have. My least favorite part is 
that it truly does feel like a chore to keep up with 
every day. 

Any other comments you wish to share

snapchat definitely is a fun app, but it has become 
so overwhelming to keep up with streaks. i would 
like to see some sort of change in this feature from 
snapchat, but i fear it may be too popular to get rid 
of altogether. 

Lexi Cosmos

Interview 
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Contradicting with Lexi, the other two girls that 
I interviewed said that they don’t feel like Snap-
chat is a necessity. This could be because of the 
types of relationships they have with the people 
they are talking to, having an actual  genuine            
connection with the people whom they have 
Snapstreaks with. Ava talks to 50% of her 
Snapstreak contacts, while out of 7 Snapstreaks, 
Sophie talks to only 3 of those people in person 
on a day to day basis. This emphasizes the       
importance of the app and how it does have the 
ability to give an opportunity of communication 
where it would have not been possible.
Going along with Lexi, all 3 girls said that they wouldn’t talk to all of 
the people they have Snapstreaks with if it wasn’t for the number. 
This was expected, having the number be the key reason why this 
communication takes place in the first place. What I got out of these 
interviews is that the level of pressure for Snapstreaks disintegrates 

with age. The Lorenz article featured teenagers with their an-
swers involving how important Snapstreaks are and 

what they forfeit to keep them up. But in my inter-
views, the harshness of commitment was 

lowered, having the effort and need 
for the amount of Snapstreaks 

less than what can be 
seen with teens. 
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Snapstreaks aren’t going    
anywhere for a long time. The 
popularity, simplicity, and ability to       
connect on the app pulls in users across 
the globe to use the communication    
platform. The introduction of numbers to 
communication takes the purpose of   
contact and distorts it, molding it into 
something that is based around statistics. 
This lets the quality of communication 
dip, but at the same time have the         
importance rocket. Kids today are using 
Snapchat to keep their relationships alive 
because it gives those relationships a  
definition. It is one thing to say you 
talk to someone everyday, but when 
you have the number 485 to go with 
it, it makes it pretty impressive. 
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Reflection

I really enjoyed this project because I have always wanted to look more into 
Snapstreaks. With this class, I think that material that we learned was very ap-
propriate to attach to Snapchat because of how popular it is, but also be-
cause of how much of a contributor it is to the everyday communication of 
cellphone users. The part I was most excited for was the design of the pro-
ject. I wanted to really capture the audience with visuals, just how Snapchat 
captures its audience with its graphics. At first I was going to use Keynote to 
create just your avenger slideshow. But after the idea of a booklet came 
about, I changed my program to iBooks Author. This gave me a better tem-
plate to create the type of project I wanted to create, having the shape 
change to be like a book and with tools that Keynote didn’t have, like format-
ting tools. To create the book, I first wrote out all of the sections and then de-
signed them into the booklet. I think that this process helped me in the end 
because it kept me organized, and that my writing and creating thoughts 
didn’t get blended. This would have made the process more difficult to follow, 
so having the words typed out before I started to design was a smart choice. 
This project just highlighted my thoughts about Snapchat and how the word 
Snapstreak has added a total different definition to communication.
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Snapchat has become 
one of the biggest ways to 
communicate in todays 
world. You can talk, send     
pictures, react to stories, and 
discover new ways of      
thinking through the app. 
Back in 2014, there were 50 
million users of the app. 

Today, there are more than 161 million peo-
ple that use Snapchat every day, with an         
average of the app being opened 18 times by a 
single user. Contrasting with the amount of times 
the app is open, the average time on the app is 
25 to 30 minutes a day (Carson). Snapchat 
claims that there are 2.8 billion Snaps that 
are created and sent, with 60% of users using 
the app to also chat with friends. 

Intro to 
the 

Snap
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Snapstreaks were created back in 
2015, which let users keep 
track of the number of days 
that Snap other people. To 
gain a Snapstreak, you need 
to send at least one Snap to a 
friend and receive a Snap 
back, which increases the num-
ber of consecutive days. To-
day, the longest Snapstreak in 
the world is 977. That is 2 and 
a half years of Snapchatting   
continuously on a daily basis… Holy Snap. 

Through this project, I want to       
discover how the addition of Snapstreaks 
got people involved with the app like never     
before. Snapstreaks have led users to       
develop a need to use the app on a daily 
basis. This has translated to a daily chore, 
having the importance of the communica-
tion through the app decrease constantly. 
When the communication is needed and 
not wanted, the prominence of the content 
being sent looses its impact. 
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Communication through Snap-
chat has built a barrier around what     
actual communication is. When you 
communicate with someone, there 
is a purpose behind your action, 
whether it’s an inside joke, a          
reminder, or a  conversation. With 
Snapstreaks, the purpose behind 
the action is changed form commu-
nicative to numerical. For some     
users, the want to have the highest 
number possible is the only        
purpose behind the action of     
sending a snap.
This doesn’t keep people from      
letting Snapchat be a productive 
way of communicating with friends 
while keeping up relationships with 
a large amount of people. People 
“are growing their streaks and, by 
extension, their friendships, just 
by using the app” (Vega). Snapchat 
can act as a validation, giving more 
importance to communication than 
before. Just because the quality of 
the content has decreased, the     
importance that Snapchat brings to 
friendships has increased               
exponentially. 

Snapstreak 

vs.

Communication
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Taylor Lorenz 
describes        
today’s social 
media commu-
nication demographic to go by 
this; “Instagram likes are great, 
hearts on Messages are fine, 
but the one metric by which 
many teens live and die is the 
snap streak”. Lorenz inter-
viewed 17 teens to figure out 
just why these Snapstreaks 
were so importance to personal 
relationships. One teen said that 
“if you lose the streak you lose 
the friendship”. Peter backs his 
claim up with how when people 
don’t live next to you, the only 
reason to talk to them is if they 
have a Snapstreak going. This 
lets all of the pressure for just 
keeping relationships alive to be 
put on Snapchat’s themselves. 

Another teen 
that Lorenz       
interviewed said 

that “streaks develop a level 
of friendship between people. 
The longer your snap streak 
is, the better friends you are”. 
On top of the pressure of just 
keeping relationships alive, 
Snapstreaks also have the 
ability to be a representation 
of the actual importance of 
the relationship. The teens 
also go into the connection of 
Snapchat to social dynamics 
within friend groups. “Having 
more streaks makes you feel 
more popular”, a 15-year-old 
from Virginia believed. “A big 
part of it is social                    
acceptance”. 

Taylor 
Lorenz
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Every teenager in school has the word “popular” swirling in their 
heads as they walk through the doors as a freshman. It’s inevita-
ble that certain groups of teenagers get labeled as the “popular 
kids”, with now Snapstreaks being a part of the criteria. The 
higher of number of streaks you have doubles as how many 
friends you have, making the number of Snapstreaks be an         
indicator of popularity. The teen added Snapstreaks are “like a 
score. If you see your friends have a lot of streaks, you’re like, 
‘whoa, that guy knows a lot of people’”. If people want to talk 
to you daily, you’ve got to be cool, right?

Now what exactly do the pictures in 
these streaks look like?   According 
to the teenagers that Lorenz             
interview, many teens said that peo-
ple wake up a few minutes early for 
school just so they can send out a 
blank screen that has the word 
“streaks” across it to everyone in 
their recent contacts, successfully   
adding a number to each streak. This 
lets a personal communication be 
not individualized but generic, having 
the messages that are sent be        
identical to every other person’s 
snap. 



25

Because it only takes one day to break Snapstreaks, 
the amount of pressure to keep them alive some-
times is too much. When time is running low, an 

emoji of an hour glass will appear next to the num-
ber acting as a warning sign. This emoji appears when 
you have 4 hours left to Snapchat your friend in order 

to keep the number rising. 

One of the teenagers from Lorenz’s article explain a   moment 
where “one of her friends actually called her while she was sleep-
ing to make sure their streak would still be going. He called her 
four times and woke her up to keep the streak alive”.
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 Attempts to save Snapstreaks 
don’t always end effectively. 
When Snapstreaks are lost, 
there is no way to go back and 
get it back and because of the 
amount of effort that is put into 
these Snapstreaks, it is obvious 
that there are costs emotionally 
when these Snapstreaks are 
lost. Teens get “really upset,    
especially if the streak had 
been going for like 400 or 500 
days”. Breaking a Snapstreak is 
like breaking a friendship,     
having that number of valida-

tion disappear, having 
the need vanish 

along with it. 
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The loss of a Snapstreak 
doesn’t always need to 
be a heartbreak. Nick 
Vega woke up one morn-
ing to realize he lost a 
159-day long Snapstreak 
with a close friend of his. 
In an    article entitled I just lost a 
159-day Snapchat streak and I 
couldn’t be happier, he explains 
the loss as if “part of (him) had 
died when (he) was 
sleeping.” The     
initial shock was 
filled with emotions 
like anger,            
disbelief, disap-
pointment, and sadness, having 
going back and forth arguing with 
his friend over where the blame 
should fall. But after a few hours, 
Nick describes how he was no 
longer annoyed but relieved. He  
articulates that his experience 
with streaks quickly went from 
something fun to something that 
gave him anxiety and stress.

Nick 
Vega

When you have an active streak, 
you personally feel obligated to 
keep going, which is the entire 
point. This takes the entertain-
ment element out of the picture. 

Vega verbalizes that 
“using Snapchat for 
the sake of keeping 
a streak alive sucks 
the joy out of what is    
otherwise a fun 

app”, having the feature be a 
main reason why he is being 
driven away from the app. Some-
times the pressure of Snapstreaks 
lets the user grow to resent the 
app and the way “streaks have 
made (them) feel compelled to 
use it”. But even after all of this, 
Vega still has a Snapstreak that is 
289 days and counting. 

“Using Snapchat for the 

sake of keeping a streak alive

 sucks the joy out of what is 

otherwise a fun app”
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The addictive-
ness of the app is well 

represented with the popularity of it. With over 160       
million users, the app understandably has the ability to bring 

people in and keep them there. Natasha Dow Shüll’s article 
about gambling and the addictiveness of its design can closely relate to 
Snapchat and its features. Schüll describes an addiction as a “condition 
that develops out of sustained interaction between a subject and an    
object; both sides of the interaction matter, each in their own way.” 
(Schüll, 167) 

Natasha

Dow

Shüll

This relates to the relationship between Snapchat and its user, having the 
user’s interaction just as important as the way the app is engaging the user. 
If this relationship is positive, the addictiveness of the app can take over, 
making people’s usage transfer to mechanical. “What begins as an     
autonomous act thus becomes part of the automatic actions”, Schüll       
describes, “and reaction of the doer, resulting in a loss of the sense of self” 
(Schüll, 171). 
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She makes this connection to the action of 
gambling, with the ongoing repetitive action 
loose its purpose.  Describing the extensive  
action of gambling, she goes into how         
constant interaction can take the machine and 
give it more meaning to oneself.  

Mirroring back to Snapchat, the          
current action makes the app feel like 
it’s a part of actual relationships rather 
than just a platform for relationships to 
take place. Snapstreak become the 
friendships, having the number       
emulate as the true meaning for the 
contact to be taken place. 

“yet over the course of repeated play something 
called the "embodied relation," in which a person 

feels that a technological object is an extension of his 
own cognitive and even motor capacities, replaces a 

sense of the machine's alterity." “(Schüll, 174).
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in her article titled In Hand & On the 
Go. Design, Neuroscience, and   
habits of perception handheld goes 
into the corporation of Apple     

technology and how they designed their products to be the center 
of all digital technology. The design of anything is important to its 
overall meaning, having sight be the initial facilitator to the reaction 
of users. “From the beginning, Apple embraced a design logic that 
communicates approachability and familiarity” (Cooley, 29), Cooley 
says as she highlights how Apple products started to move away 
from cold and impersonal aesthetics. Translating over to Snapchat, 
the app’s interface and design is very user friendly, having the       

approachability and familiarity well observed. This gets more 
users to use the app and to feel comfortable while using it. 
The simple screen of where you take a photo to recent         	
	 	 	 updates that involve circles of the images stacked on 
	 	 	 	 top of each other on the left hand side, giving a 	

	 	 	 	 	 simple yet effective design of the app. Cooley 	
	 	 	 	 	 adds that “other industrial designers have shared 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 this pursuit of technology that seems	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 human friendly because its simplicity 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and purity” (Cooley, 31), highlighting 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 the importance of clarity and  	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 directness within composition. 

Heidi Rae 
Cooley
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Along with this project, I wanted 
to conduct a little of my own re-
search on how Snapchat is in-
volved in our everyday communi-
cation. I focused on 3 women 
who are Juniors at the University 
of Illinois and I asked them about 
their usage of Snapchat and their 
relationships with Snapstreaks. 

 
Personal

Interviews 

I wanted to focus my questions 
around Snapstreaks, how many 
they have, what content do they 
usually contain, and so on. I 
wanted to see how the people 
around me used Snapchat and 
just how much time they invested 
in the app. 

Ava Heemsoth

Sophie Morris

Lexi Cosmos
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When did you first use Snapchat?

I first started using snapchat my sopho-
more year of high school (2013)

How often do you use Snapchat?

I use Snapchat every day

How many snapstreaks do you have?

I have 13 snapstreaks

How many of those people to you talk to in 
person on a day-to-day basis?

I talk to 2 of those people on a daily basis

Do you enjoy snapchatting?

At times. Sometimes it is very repetitive 
but other times i receive funny/interesting 
videos or pictures that i enjoy

Does having snapstreak feel like a neces-
sity?

I feel as if it has become more of a chore 
in my daily life to keep up the streak. i 
mainly go on Snapchat once and make 
sure i respond to everyone. 

If there were no numbers, would you still Snapchat     
frequently with the people you have streaks with now?

definitely not. If there were no numbers i would not 
feel the need to reply to people who snapchat me 
every day. 

When you send a snap, is there a difference in the     
context of the snap when your keeping a streak vs. just 
snapchatting someone?

yes there is. When I’m snap chatting someone out 
of the random it will normally be something funny 
or an inside joke. As for streaks, I just snapchat 
whatever i’m doing at that moment. 

what are some examples of the context of Snapchats 
when sent to keep a streak?

pictures of me making funny faces, pictures of half 
my face and the ceiling, a black screen (if sitting in 
the dark), or a picture of whatever is in front of me 
at the moment. 

What is your favorite/ least favorite part of Snapchat?

my favorite part about snapchat is it enables me to 
keep some sort of relationship with people that i 
otherwise would not have. My least favorite part is 
that it truly does feel like a chore to keep up with 
every day. 

Any other comments you wish to share

snapchat definitely is a fun app, but it has become 
so overwhelming to keep up with streaks. i would 
like to see some sort of change in this feature from 
snapchat, but i fear it may be too popular to get rid 
of altogether. 

Lexi Cosmos

Interview 
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Contradicting with Lexi, the other two girls that 
I interviewed said that they don’t feel like Snap-
chat is a necessity. This could be because of the 
types of relationships they have with the people 
they are talking to, having an actual  genuine            
connection with the people whom they have 
Snapstreaks with. Ava talks to 50% of her 
Snapstreak contacts, while out of 7 Snapstreaks, 
Sophie talks to only 3 of those people in person 
on a day to day basis. This emphasizes the       
importance of the app and how it does have the 
ability to give an opportunity of communication 
where it would have not been possible.
Going along with Lexi, all 3 girls said that they wouldn’t talk to all of 
the people they have Snapstreaks with if it wasn’t for the number. 
This was expected, having the number be the key reason why this 
communication takes place in the first place. What I got out of these 
interviews is that the level of pressure for Snapstreaks disintegrates 

with age. The Lorenz article featured teenagers with their an-
swers involving how important Snapstreaks are and what 

they forfeit to keep them up. But in my interviews, 
the harshness of commitment was lowered, 

having the effort and need for the 
amount of Snapstreaks less than 

what can be seen with 
teens. 
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Snapstreaks aren’t going any-
where for a long time. The popular-
ity, simplicity, and ability to connect on 
the app pulls in users across the globe to 
use the communication platform. The    
introduction of numbers to communica-
tion takes the purpose of talking and     
distorts it, molding it into something that 
is based around statistics. This lets the 
quality of communication dip, but at the 
same time have the importance rocket. 
Kids today are using Snapchat to keep 
their relationships alive because it gives 
those relationships a definition. It is one 
thing to say you talk to someone         
everyday, but when you have the number 
485 to go with it, it makes it pretty         
impressive. 
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