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GSLIS:

e the i1School
at lllinois

GSLIS at lllinois

@gslis

The Graduate School of Library and
Information Science at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

@ Champaign, IL

& lis.illinois.edu

(® Joined December 2008

GSLIS: The 1School at lllinols
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LATEST NEWS » |

Astronaut Michael S. Hopkins, a U. of |.
alumnus, to be Commencement speaker

Photo by
NASA

Alumnus Michael S. Hopkins
will deliver the
Commencement address at
the University of lllinois on
May 17 (Saturday).

« Click photo to enlarge

STORY g+ f‘h“i‘s’(gmg In EMAIL | SHARE

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Alumnus Michael S. Hopkins, a U.S. astronaut who recently spent 166
days orbiting Earth in the International Space Station, will deliver the Commencement address
at the University of lllinois on May 17 (Saturday).

Hopkins, who earned an aerospace engineering degree at lllinois in 1991, graduated from
NASA's astronaut candidate training program in 2011. In March he touched down on Earth after
orbiting the planet more than 2,500 times and participating in two space walks.
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Commencement touchdown
Fri, 04/04/2014 - 7:00am | The News-Gazette

Log in S+ o W Tweet /2|

This year's university commencement speaker has quite a story to tell.

It was only a matter of fixing a time and a place for the University of lllinois to bring
back one of its most accomplished graduates.

The Ul this week scored big on both counts, announcing that astronaut and former
Fighting Illini football co-captain Mike Hopkins will be the speaker during the May 17
commencement ceremonies at Memorial Stadium.

Hopkins indicated he was both surprised and honored by the invitation, wondering
initially if it was genuine. It's the Ul and the local community that is honored by Hopkins'
presence on that most important and symbolic day.

The 44-year-old Hopkins recently returned from a six-month stint in the International
Space Station, participating in scientific experiments with Russian cosmonauts and
going on two space-walks to conduct repairs. Hopkins also found time during his space
adventure to speak to a Ul class and film promotion spots for Ul athletics.

Suffice it to say, he will bring an impressive resume and a local-boy-makes-good
reputation to his Ul audience. Indeed, his personal story is a testimonial to the
importance of combining talent, hard work and a resolute determination to succeed.
Hopkins' example is exactly what Ul graduates as well as their friends and family
should see on graduation day.
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Planning for an Outdoor Graduation at U of | = texsze & A A

Updated: Monday, May 5 2014, 02:33 PM CDT

CHAMPAIGN -- University of lllinois graduates will receive their diploma in just two weeks,
but for the first time in decades the ceremony is moving outdoors. Due to renovations at
the State Farm Center commencement is being moved outdoors at Memorial Stadium.
For the first time in 40 years the school's graduation ceremony will receive quite a shake

up.
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State News 6:54 AM MON MAY 19, 2014

NASA astronaut discusses future of space
program

Bl share |3 Tweet | S+1 E-mail & Print
By SEAN POWERS

NASA Astronaut Mike Hopkins delivered
the commencement address on Saturday
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Hopkins himself graduated
from the U of I in 1991, and he was
aboard with the International Space
Station for six months until his return to
Earth in March. Speaking with Illinois
Public Radio’s Sean Powers, Hopkins

shares his experiences in orbit and

thoughts about the future of the space Mike Hopkins talking to reporters atthe University
of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign on Friday, May 16,
2014

program.
u Listen 4:55

That was Astronaut Mike Hopkins speaking with Illinois Public Radio’s Sean
Powers. NASA retired the space shuttle program in 2011. Hopkins says he plans to
work with NASA to again send astronauts to orbit from American soil within the next
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Posted by Garrett D. Pauley [?]-May 16 ¢

University of Tllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Back on March 4, he had a 220 mile high view of the #ILLINOIS campus. This Saturday, Astronaut Mike Hopkins will have one of the
best seats on campus, as he delivers the #ILLINOIS2014 Commencement address.

Don't miss his post-mission presentation at 3 pm today at Room 1122 of National Center for Supercomputing Applications - NCSA.
More details on this presentation can be found here: http://engineering.ilinois.edu/news/article/8040

Julie Hopkins will be the guest for a discussion on the space travel experience from the perspective of the family of an astronaut. She'l
take questions from the audience beginning at 3 pm in the Ilini Union's Courtyard Cafe.

\7. Mike Hopkins /A= Mar 4
MR Hey University of lllinois. It took a while, but | finally got a cloud free pass.
Looking good! pic.twitter.com/M6DWSIhkSv

Like - Comment - Share [5 20 shares

& Jil Samonte, Gaurav S, Shinjani Na and 211 others like this. Top Comments v

IEI Write a comment...
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Univ. of lllinois W Follow
= @lllinois_Alma
.@Astrolllini: "I'm more nervous to stand up here than I was

stepping out to walk in space” #ILLINOIS2014
10:42 AM - 17 May 2014
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Decorated my cap! #grateful #illinois2014
@ JOANN NG - 25 DAYS AGO
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#illinois2014 enjoy the rlde
@ LISA WRONSKI - 23 DAYS AGC

PUBLIC A FFAIRS ATILLINOISIE'



oo StateFarm c

#IllINGIS2014 . UNIVERS
i OF ILLII

JAKTRONICS

PUBLIC A FFAIRS ATILLINOIS|E|



#ILLINOIS2014

q 4 commencement




My Auntie Grace surprised me with this sweets table at my grad party

#illinois2014 #illini #graduation #GTgraphics
@ MAYALIN - 10 DAYS AGO
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Looking ahead:

e Crisis communication
* Giving
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