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We hereby petition for the design and issuance of a sheet of commemorative postage stamps celebrating New 
Philadelphia, Illinois, and its founders Free Frank and Free Lucy McWorter. 
 
 Name Address Email Signature 

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  

__________________________  _______________________________________________  _________________________  __________________  



New Philadelphia Association 
newphiladelphiail@gmail.com 
http://newphiladelphiail.org 
1-833-LUCYMAC 

  

An important part of the westward expansion of 
the US, New Philadelphia was the first town 
platted and registered by an African American, 
in 1836 in Pike County, Illinois. 

Founder Frank McWorter was successful in 
business, and he and his wife Lucy used their 
resources to free her (so their coming child 
would be born free), then him, and ultimately 14 
more family members from slavery. The 
integrated town is also known to have helped 
freedom seekers on their way. 

National recognition of this remarkable family 
and town includes… 

1988: National Register of Historic Places 

2009: National Historic Landmark 

2013: National Underground Railroad  
Network to Freedom 

2016-2017: Smithsonian Institution acquires 
bronze bust of Frank McWorter, adds family 
and town to its exhibits 

2022: National Historic Site, a unit in the 
National Park Service 

Lucy McWorter 

Frank McWorter 
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