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	 9:00-9:15	 Welcomes
	 Brittney Yancy	 Board member, New Philadelphia Association (NPA), and  

		  Assistant Professor of African American Studies, Illinois College

	Catherine O’Connell	 Provost, Illinois College

	 Richard J. Durbin	 United States Senator

	 Gerald McWorter/	 Vice President, NPA, and Professor Emeritus,  
	 Abdul Alkalimat	 University of Illinois Urbana Champaign

	 9:15-10:30	 The Underground Railroad: State of the State
	 Owen Muelder	 Director, Underground Railroad Freedom Station at Knox College

	 Doris Turner	 State Senator, 48th District, and Member, State of Illinois  
		  Underground Railroad Task Force

	 Art Wilson	 Founder and Director, Jacksonville African American History Museum and 	
		  Woodlawn Farm/Morgan County Underground Railroad Committee

	 Kate Williams-	 Board member, NPA, and Associate Professor Emerita, University 
	 McWorter	 of Illinois Urbana Champaign

	 Larry A. McClellan	 President, Midwest Underground Railroad Network,  
		  and Professor Emeritus, Governors State University (chair)

	F R I DAY  &  S AT U R DAY                 March 28 & 29, 2025	

	 7:00 pm 	 Welcomes, Keynote, and Performance
	 Brittney Yancy 	 Board member, New Philadelphia Association (NPA), and Assistant 		
		  Professor of African American Studies, Illinois College 

	 Barbara Farley 	 President, Illinois College
	 Gerald McWorter/ 	 Vice President, NPA, and Professor Emeritus,  
	 Abdul Alkalimat	 University of Illinois Urbana Champaign

		  “Where Do We Go from Here?”
	 Brian K. Mitchell 	 Board member, NPA, and Independent Historian

		  “Freedom Offering” 	
	 CBC Praise 	 Featuring Tiffany Williams, Sydney Williams, and DeWayne Williams

Cummings Dining Hall

Dunham Auditorium, Crispin Hall & Room 209/210

 Friday

 Saturday



	F R I DAY  &  S AT U R DAY                 March 28 & 29, 2025	

	 Kaye Iftner	 President, NPA, Chair, Likes Lecture  
		  Committee, Chair, Pike County Endowment  
		  Fund Council, & Illinois Master Naturalist

	 Mark Philpot	 Board member, NPA, President, Quincy  
		  Park District, and Client Advocate, Adams  
		  County Public Defender’s Office

	 Diana Stroud	 Board member, NPA, and Assistant Dean  
		  for Advancement and Alumni Affairs (retired),  
		  School of Social Work & School of Information Sciences

	 Mei-Ling	 Board member, NPA, and Assistant Head for Early Child  
	 McWorter Leonard 	 Education, St. James’ Episcopal School, Los Angeles (chair)

	 12:15-1:00	 Freedom Corridor Town Hall (in Room 209/210)

	Jenny Barker-Devine	 Professor of History, Illinois College (facilitator)

	 1:15-2:30	 The State of Black Studies 
	 Valerie Grimm	 Professor of African American and African Diaspora Studies,  
		  Indiana University-Bloomington

	 Gerald McWorter/	 Vice President, NPA, and Professor Emeritus,  
	 Abdul Alkalimat	 University of Illinois Urbana Champaign 

	 Brittney Yancy	 Board member, NPA, and Assistant Professor of History, Illinois College (chair)

	 2:45-4:00	 Teaching the UGRR and Freedom Seeking
	 David Harbin	 Assistant Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 	  
		  John Wood Community College, Quincy

	 Chad Boehlke	 Executive Director, Prairieland Chautauqua, Springfield

	 Erica T. Austin	 Vice President, Springfield Public Schools District 186 School  
		  Board, and Project Coordinator, Illinois Freedom Project

	 Joe Brewer	 Dean of Students, Beardstown Community Unified School District 15 (chair)

	 4:00-5:00	 Brief Closing and Reception
	 Gerald McWorter/	 New Philadelphia Association
	 Abdul Alkalimat

		10:45 am-noon New Philadelphia Association 2.010:45 am-noon New Philadelphia Association 2.0
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1. Barnes House

2. Baxter Hall

3. Beecher Hall

4. Bellatti Tennis Complex

5. Bruner Fitness and 

 Recreation Center

6. Caine Student Center

7.  Campus Houses 

8.  Campus Services Building

9. Center for Global Studies

10. College Avenue Apartments

11. Crampton Hall

12. Crispin Hall

13. Cummings Dining Hall

14. Ellis Hall

15. England Stadium 

16. Fayerweather House

17. Gardner Hall

	 Office	of	Public	Safety

18. Green Athletic Field

19.  Greene Hall

20.  IC Store

21.  Jessica Kamp Softball Field

22. Joe Brooks Baseball Field

23. Kirby Learning Center

24. Lincoln Hall

25. McGaw Fine Arts Center

26. Mondo’s Subs

27. Mundinger Hall

28. Octagon House

29.	 Office	of	Development	and	

 Alumni Relations

30.		 Parker	Science	Building

31.	 Pixley	Hall

32. Rammelkamp Chapel

33.  Schewe Library

34. Smith House

35. Starbucks

36. Sturtevant Hall

37. Tanner Hall

	 Office	of	Admission

38. Turner Hall

39. Ware Family Track

40. Whipple Hall

	 Visitor	Parking

	 Campus	Parking

CAMPUS MAP
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Top arrow is Cummings Dining Hall, lower arrow is Crispin Hall

The Freedom Corridor is a network of organizations and 
individuals dedicated to research, education, and celebratory 

activities that uplift the tradition of freedom seeking and 
those that advocate for the dismantling of racism and all 

forms of oppression. The Corridor is established to foster 
collaboration between historic sites, cultural institutions, 
and community stakeholders, with the hope of 
becoming a central voice in the preservation, advocacy, 
stewardship, and teaching of the region’s African 
American and other diverse histories. So far we have 

hosted two conferences (2024 and 2025) and hosted/co-
hosted 12 monthly zoom talks. Join us!  

 

https://publish.illinois.edu/freedomcorridor
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ew Philadelphia is a site of national importance as the first town 

known to be founded and platted by an African American. Platted 

in 1836 by Frank McWorter, a former slave, New Philadelphia 

thrived as a biracial community during a period of extreme 

racial tension.—Barack Obama, writing as U.S. Senator

New Philadelphia, Illinois, was an abolitionist town just 20 miles from slavery, 

inhabited for more than 100 years. Town founder Frank McWorter bought a total 

of 16 family members out of slavery, starting with his pregnant wife. Thanks to 

the efforts of local activists and others, New Philadelphia has been recognized:

 1988  Frank McWorter gravesite on the National Register of Historic Places

 2002-2011 Archaeological dig funded by the National Science Foundation

 2009  National Historic Landmark

 2013  National Park Service Network to Freedom

 2017  In the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History and National 

  
Museum of African American History and Culture

 2018  Under study to become a 

  
National Park

Gerald A. McWorter (Abdul Alkalimat) 

is a great-great-grandson of Frank 

McWorter and professor emeritus at 

the University of Illinois at Urbana 

Champaign. Kate Williams-McWorter is 

associate professor at the same university.

Available at the registration desk
Books $20, Journal $10

Bags $10, 2024 Program $2

CORRIDOR
FREEDOM

https://publish.illinois.edu/freedomcorridor

