
The work of
the Illinois Underground Railroad

Task Force - 2024



Possibly
4,500 to 

7,000
Freedom seekers
into Illinois

1830s to 1861

To and thru
Northeast Illinois

3,000 to 4,500

1830s to 1861

Challenge:
Connect the dots !



Challenge:
Connect the dots !

Across Illinois
200+ sites
Mostly unconnected
Loads of creative programs

Some regional efforts

For you – Illinois Freedom Corridor



To connect the dots:

Illinois Underground Railroad Task Force
10 members across the state – Met throughout 2024

Recommends: Illinois Freedom Trails Commission
Identify and evaluate  - sites

- journey stories
Connect activities around the state
Develop educational materials / tourism opportunities

Build the history:
two great stories:    freedom seekers and

networks of response – the UGRR
Expression of anti-slavery / abolitionist movement
Part of our state / national history of “freedom stories” 


