
Fall 2021 ENG 298 Seminar: Road Map to Graduate School 

Time:  Wednesday from 11:00 to 11:50 am  

Location: Zoom 

Contact Information 
Amy McCullough 
Senior Coordinator for MEng Programs 
403-A2 Engineering Hall 
amccul2@illinois.edu 
217-300-2378 

 

 
Course Description 
This seminar is designed to help guide undergraduate students to learn about the opportunities in 
graduate programs, how to choose the right program, and how to complete a competitive application 
for graduate school.   
 
Textbook 
• Required:  Graduate School:  Winning Strategies for Getting In, 2nd Edition.  Dave G. Mumby, PhD.  

• Recommended:  Understanding Admissions:  Getting into the Top Graduate School in Computer 
Science & Engineering.  Ryan Lilien M.D., PhD and Ramgopal Mettu, PhD.  
 

Class Outline 

Week Topic Lecturer 

August 25, 2021 • Introductions 
• Overview 
• Things you need to know before applying to graduate school 
Assignment:  Read chapters 1 & 2.  Write a 1-page summary of 
your plans to prepare for graduate school. 

Amy 
McCullough 

 

September 1, 2021 • Finding Research Opportunities as an Undergrad / REU 
Summer Programs 

Assignment:  Read chapters 3-5.  Write a summary on potential 
research opportunities you can participate in before you graduate 
and prepare one question to ask the current graduate student 
panel. 

Tasha Mamaril  

September 8, 2021 • Why I decided on Graduate School & What I wish I knew when 
applying 

Assignment:  Read chapters 6, 7, and 9. 

Graduate 
Student Panel 

September 15, 2021 • The Application Process – deciding where to apply and 
preparing a competitive application 

Assignment:  Identify 3 potential faculty to write letters of 
recommendations and prepare a draft of your personal statement.  

Diana Gonzalez  

September 22, 2021 • How to Write a Strong Resume 

Assignment: Prepare a draft of your CV.   

Lauren Stites 



September 29, 2021 • Job Opportunities at National Labs for Students with 
Advanced Degrees  

Mallory Stites 
and Matthew 
Windsor, Sandia 
National Labs 

October 6, 2021 • Funding Graduate School  Ken Vickery  

October 13, 2021 • Starting off on the right foot in Graduate School  
• Case Studies – Work in Small Groups to evaluate admission 

offers 

Final Assignment:  Turn in complete Portfolio.  See Portfolio 
section below for details. 

Amy 
McCullough 

 
Grading Policy 
Attendance is 80% and the portfolio is 20%.  The amount of time required for this class will be 
approximately 2 hours per week between the readings and assignments.  Two unexcused absences will 
lower your grade by one letter grade; each additional absence will result in a drop in a letter grade.  
 

Portfolio 
Portfolio: Students must prepare a portfolio that consist of the following:  

o Three universities you plan to apply to for graduate school – include the following for each 
university:  the program, the application materials required, and the application deadline.   

o Three potential faculty who could provide letters of recommendation. 
o Resume 
o Personal Statement 
o Timeline: when will you complete research opportunities, foster relationships with faculty for 

strong letters of recommendation, complete GRE exam, etc.   
 

Resources 
Significant stress, mood changes, excessive worry, substance/alcohol misuse or interferences in eating or 
sleep can have an impact on academic performance, social development, and emotional wellbeing. The 
University of Illinois offers a variety of confidential services including individual and group counseling, 
crisis intervention, psychiatric services, and specialized screenings which are covered through the 
Student Health Fee. If you or someone you know experiences any of the above mental health concerns 
above, it is strongly encouraged to contact or visit any of the University’s resources provided below. 
Getting help is a smart and courageous thing to do – for yourself and for those who care about you. 
 

• Counseling Center (217) 333-3704 
• McKinley Health Center (217) 333-2700 
• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (800) 273-8255 
• Rosecrance Crisis Line (217) 359-4141 (available 24/7, 365 days a year) 
• Counseling Center / Emergency Resources http://counselingcenter.illinois.edu/counseling 
 

 


