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The Illini Book: Student Resource or a Door Stopper? 

 The Illini Book, also referred to as the “I-Book”, is a resource available to students to use 

as an Illinois student. The Illini Book is “Students Planning Events for Students”. My thesis is 

the “I-Books can redistributed and made better than ever. The “I-Book” has a plethora of 

information tooled towards informing anyone who chooses to open it. The first versions of the 

book, were made out of leather, pocket size and had the Illinois Logo and the current year. The 

late 1900’s the book was adapted to a note book type look, with a plastic-nylon cover the size 

had quadrupled. The current book is a planner and not so much of an informational piece but the 

intention is to inform the reader. Currently printed by the Illini Union Board, the book has fallen 

to a state of outdated resource for students. This is a contradiction in itself as a useful piece of 

reference. Current technology are taking over the current the masses and lending pieces of 

reference useless. Over the years the value of “I-Book” has declined, not in financial reasons 

event though my Illini Book was free. Maybe the reason for the decline use of the “I-Book” is 

the publisher. Despite the advancement of technology it seems that the Illini Book has lost some 

pieces that made the book valuable to the students. Now the book is more of a calendar and not 

really a book.  

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Oops! It’s worth the extra research to get this right. ☺

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: funny.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Commas and periods go inside the quotation marks. Here is a guide to quotation marks with other punctuation.
http://137.122.14.100/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/qmarks.html
However, note that British English has different rules:
http://www.worldwidewords.org/qa/qa-pun1.htm

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Okay, this is not an argument paper, but an analysis paper. You should be identifying each of the six parts of the argument of this book using the Toulmin analysis.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: No comma here. Please see section P in your e-handbook.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: This is a little contradictory. It's not "informational" but its purpose is to "inform?"

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: What are those pieces?

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: good description.



Dale Jr.2 

 

 The furthest time I could date the book to be 1900-1910. The school was predominately 

white, blacks still were treated less than human beings due to segregation and white supremacy. 

The university was a little bit more than fifty years old. It was also the same year we won our 

first homecoming football game 3-0 vs Chicago. The baseball team had won the conference as 

well. This was right before War World I, the world was still peaceful and serene. Having college 

degree was not worth acquiring for a job. A lot of changes were constantly happening because 

the university was still developing adding buildings, and expanding. The campus was only a 

fraction of what it is today, rules were still being installed for safety. More clubs were being 

created and events were looking for ads in the I-Book. 

 Now is time to transform this book into something truly informal for the reader and not 

so scarce. My warrants deal what is inside of the “I-Book currently and not enough useful 

information in the book? If I open an Illini Book from the early 1900’s the size of the book was 

smaller but it contained so much valuable information. Every part of the book had a section and 

had majority of things a student used such as rail times. It was simple easy to understand and 

compact.  

 The Illini Book should be a reliable resource for students. Even with the advancement of 

technology the amount of information should be stuffed into this book. I still haven’t had to open 

my “I-Book” until this assignment just to see what I could use for my paper. 

 As a freshman majority of students rely on Facebook, Twitter, etc., or even word of 

mouth to receive information. Being freshman there are a lot of thing that we do not know about 

that isn’t listed in online or anywhere else. The Illini-Book from 1910 has so much information 

that you had everything that was relevant at your fingers. Most of the time I have to go digging 

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Good observation, but this is a run on sentence. Please read section G-6 in your handbook.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: good job of adding context.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: What do you mean by...truly informal and not so scarce...?

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: unclear. I don't see what this has to do with warrants?

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: interesting, but you could make this more clear. I think you are trying to show that your own I-Book has not been that useful to you, since you opened it for the first time for this paper.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: ...THE majority of students....
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for anything that I need. Constantly checking emails, social media, or having to ask people 

hoping they know. There are 30,000+ students at this prestigious university and some things fall 

through the cracks, but information can’t be lost if they are in between the covers of a book. 

 While the Illini Book was still fairly young, the book was going to be published by the 

Illini Union Board. The Illini Union Board still prints the Books to this day, and the book was 

still a thriving back in the age before computers. If we go back to when the computer where 

prevalent there was still a better version of the book we currently have. Is the technology to 

blame, or is it the publishers responsibility to keep use up to date. If students are publishing the 

Illini Book they should know what to put in the book. The Illinois Union Board holds so many 

events for the students social, and academic and they aren’t even represented in the book.  

 The “I-Book” could be a way to keep track of the events like council meeting, social 

gatherings, and important dates for students. There is just too much going on to keep up with 

everything on campus, but the book can assist students with time management. This way the 

book will be valued in the eyes of the students. Books are valued more than the internet in some 

people eyes. Books are more accurate than internet, “To gather information, the students either 

use the Internet or books. The Internet is very easy to access, and it is flooded with information. 

However, the problem with the internet is that there is some information that might not be 

accurate, or that it might even be completely wrong. Students have no way of knowing if the 

information is accurate because they expect it to be accurate”, (Detera) 

 There is no doubt that the Illini Book is outdated and needs to be improved. 

Understanding that the problem is the book and not necessarily the internet as a whole is a first 

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: This is a sentence fragment. Please see section G5 of your e-handbook.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: This is really a question, so you need a question mark.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Your essay begins to lose focus. Try to keep your essay centered on the Toulmin analysis of the book. What is the thesis or purpose of the book? What supports that thesis, etc. You really haven't addressed the main purpose of the assignment.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: ok, and what part of the argument is this?

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Good attempt to acknowledge your source. However, your works cited page is not correctly formatted, so I cannot tell what source this is.

Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Ok, this goes back to what you said your thesis is in the first paragraph, but this was supposed to be an analysis paper.
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step. It is in fact the combination of the internet, lack of information, and lack of worth the 

students value the book at. The Union Board is responsible making it better for us the students. 

  

Sources 

http://archives.library.illinois.edu/slc/research-education/timeline/1910-1919/ 

http://history1900s.about.com/od/timelines/tp/1910timeline.htm 

http://changingminds.org/disciplines/argument/making_argument/toulmin.htm 

http://maenged.blogspot.com/2011/11/still-check-to-books.html 

 

http://archives.library.illinois.edu/slc/research-education/timeline/1910-1919/
http://history1900s.about.com/od/timelines/tp/1910timeline.htm
http://changingminds.org/disciplines/argument/making_argument/toulmin.htm
http://maenged.blogspot.com/2011/11/still-check-to-books.html
Mary Hays
Mary Hays: Links are not citations. Please see your handbook for examples of correct citations.


