Digital File Formats for Preservation: Decoded

With so many file formats out
there, how can we tell which to use
to ensure the long-term
preservation of our materials?

Fortunately, the Library of Congress
provides guidance with their yearly
Recommended Formats Statement.
Evaluation is based on

7 “sustainability factors:”

Disclosure

Adoption

Transparency
Self-documentation

External dependencies

Impact of patents

Technical protection mechanisms

Based on these criteria, the Library
recommends “preferred” and “acceptable”
file formats for a variety of digital resources.
This Venn diagram shows some of the most
popular file formats and their usefulness for
various resource types.
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