
Spring  ANSC 526 
Advanced Companion 

Animal Nutrition 
Instructors: 

 
Dr. Maria R. C. de Godoy 
Assistant Professor 
Email: mgodoy2@illinois.edu 
 

 
Dr. Kelly S. Swanson 
Professor 
Email: ksswanso@illinois.edu   

 
  
 

Course description: 
This online course will instruct and assist students in learning how to effectively apply advanced 
concepts related to pet nutrition and disease, including the metabolism within healthy and 
diseased dogs and cats, how nutrition may aid in preventing and treating disease, and the science 
behind use of nutraceutical ingredients in diet formulation and manufacturing. Students will 
develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills by applying the concepts taught in this 
course using real-world scenarios. 
 

 

Course objectives:  
1. Understand the importance of obtaining a dietary history and learn how veterinarians apply 

nutritional assessment guidelines to manage healthy and diseased dogs and cats. 
 
2. Understand and apply advanced concepts pertaining to canine and feline metabolism and 

nutrition, including the role of diet in clinical disease. 
 
3. Use evidence-based nutrition and medicine from peer-reviewed literature to effectively 

design specialized pet food products and/or evaluate pet food labels and claims. 
 
4. Effectively evaluate and apply peer-reviewed literature to ‘real world’ situations. 
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ANSC 526: Advanced Companion Animal Nutrition 
 

Course modules and 
learning goals 

Modules 1 – 4: Taught by Dr. Kelly Swanson 
Module 1 

 
 
Module 2 

  
 
Module 3 

  
 
Module 4 
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ANSC 526: Advanced Companion Animal Nutrition 
 

Course modules and 
learning goals 

Modules 5 – 8: Taught by Dr. Maria Godoy 
Module 5 

 
 
Module 6 

 
 
Module 7 

  
 

Module 8 

 

  


