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- of St. John the Divine * Meg, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend

Calvin go on a quest to save Meg’s father and stop
the Darkness

* Incorporates both Science Fiction and Fantasy
elements
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A Special Message from Madeleine LEngle
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An allegorical fantasy in which a group of young
people are guided through the universe by Mrs.
Who, Mrs. Which and Mrs. What -- women who
possess supernatural powers. They traverse
fictitious regions, meet and face evil and
demonstrate courage at the right moment.
Religious allusions are secondary to the
philosophical struggle designed to yield the
meaning of life and one's place on earth. Young
Meg's willingness to face IT in the form of a black
east in order to save a dear friend is one sign of
her growing awareness. Readers who relish
symbolic reference may find this trip through

time and space an exhilarating experience the rest
will be forced to ponder the double entendres.
(Kirkus Reviews, March 1, 1962)

Top 100 Chapter Books of All Time in 2012 poll by
School Library Journal - #2

Teachers’ Top 100 Books for Children in 2007 by the
National Education Association
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When being explained tesseracting, Meg says, “For just a moment | got it! | can’t possibly explain it
now, but for a second | saw it!” How would you explain tesseracting to child to whom you were
promoting this book?

This book is frequently described as a blend of science fiction and fantasy. How is it science fiction?
How is it fantasy?

Madeleine D’Engle wrote A Wrinkle in Time in 1959/1960. How do you see this time period reflected in
the book? Some areas to consider — technology, gender roles, politics (anti-communism), society.

Do you think without historical knowledge of the time period there are elements modern children will
miss when reading? If so, does this take away from their ability to appreciate the book? How would
you try to make up for the 50+ year gap between publication and modern readers?

What would your target audience be for promoting this book?
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