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My Greatest Accomplishment  

 It seemed just like yesterday, when I first learned how to write Korean. Since I was born 

and raised in Korea, I was first taught how to write in Korean. In fact, I remember coming to 

America and not knowing any English. It took me awhile to write in English because I knew 

nothing, but I had this one ESL teacher who taught me how to write in English. At first, I was 

struggling a lot because all I knew was how to write in Korean, but overcoming that obstacle I 

was able to write in English. Taking it all my step-by-step, I was able to learn how to write in 

English, use different techniques, and I was able to love writing.  

 Not many people understand how it feels to come from another country not knowing any 

English. I came to America when I was about seven years old, and since I was only taught how 

to write Korean, I knew nothing. In grade school, I had this one ESL teacher who taught me 

everything about writing, and in all honesty, I didn’t like English at all. Since I didn’t know any 

English, it was hard for me to make friends. I remember when this girl came up to me wanting to 

be friends with  me, but I didn’t know what she was saying to me so, I ignored her. I remember 

crying going home telling my mom that I can’t do this because it’s hard for me, but my mom told 

me you’re not the only one going through this and that I can do it. Hearing what my mom said to 

me gave me confidence that I can learn how to write in English so, I set that as my goal. After 

awhile overcoming that challenge, I was able to write and was able to communicate with other 



Kim !2

kids. I even remember my first letter to my mom saying how I love her and how she’s the best 

mom in the world. This is one of the memory I will always cherish. Since I was able to learn how 

to write, now I’m able to text, write letters, and understand English better.  

 When it comes to writing, I use different techniques such as brainstorming. 

Brainstorming is a great technique when it comes to writing because when you’re about to write, 

you should know what you want to write about. Having to write without brainstorming isn’t easy 

because it takes awhile for me to think about a topic I want to write about. In fact, I use bullet 

points and start to brainstorm what should be in my essay. Having to brainstorm is a great to start 

off your writing and I want to encourage everyone to do it. When I was in grade school, I also 

did brainstorming and that really made a difference to me. Instead of taking all my precious time 

just think about what I want to write about, I was able to brainstorm ideas, and write my paper in 

a speed of light.  

 I remember reading my first book in grade school, which was Charlotte’s Web. 

Charlotte’s Web has been my favorite book since grade school. I remember falling in love with 

the book because I just love how Charlotte was always there for Wilbur. Even though the story 

had a sad ending, it was honestly one of the best books I’ve ever read. Honestly, after reading 

Charlotte’s Web, I started to write my own book. My book was similar to Charlotte’s Web, but it 

was mostly about myself. I was thankful that I knew how to write because if I didn’t, I wouldn’t 

be able to write my own book. I also remember reading Junie B. Jone’s book and how I could 

relate to her. I even wrote a book about myself pretending that I was Junie B. Jones since she was 

wild like me and we had a lot of similarities. I remember begging my mom to buy me all the 

series of Junie B. Jone’s book series so, I can write more books about her and how I relate to her. 
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Thanks to reading Charlotte’s Web, and Junie B. Jone’s book that I was able to love writing and 

make my own stories relating to the characters.  

 Thanks to learning how to write proficiently, I was able to take AP English and honor 

courses in high school. This was the greatest accomplishment for me in high school because I 

thought I would never get to achieve this high and get into AP and honors. I am very thankful for 

my ESL teacher, and my mom for believing in me and teaching me how to write in English. 

Without them, I wouldn’t be in University of Urbana-Champaign pursuing in pre-med. I never 

knew that I could achieve my goal because I started off only knowing Korean, and It took me 

awhile to progressively learn English. Taking everything slowly, and believing in myself and 

learning different techniques, I was able to accomplish my goal.  

 Therefore, learning how to write was one of the best memory I will always cherish 

because without learning how to write, I wouldn’t be able to text or come to University of 

Urbana-Champaign. In fact, I wouldn’t be able to pursue pre-med in Urbana-Champaign if I 

didn’t know how to write. I am very grateful that I was able to accomplish my goal because now 

I have a bright future ahead of me. If I was able to achieve my goal then I believe that I can pass 

my MCAT test in Junior year because I will believe in myself and practice different techniques 

that will help me to pass my MCAT test.  


