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AREMA Student Chapter Meeting

“To expose students to railroad engineering 

education and the railway industry…”

April 18th, 2017
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Briefing

• Buddy system

• Today’s Head Count is… 

• In case emergency, call 911 (from campus phone: 9-911)

– Our Location is: Room 2311, 205 N Mathews Ave, Urbana

• CPR certified guests and members? 

• In case of sever weather, go down to:

– Newmark Civil Engineering Lab – meet at couch area

• In case of fire (no drill is planned tonight) meet on:

– Main St. (between Yeh Center and Hydro Building)
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Upcoming Event!

• Union Pacific Global IV Intermodal Facility (in Joliet, IL)

– Saturday, April 29th

• 7:00am leave Newmark / 5:30pm return to Newmark

• FREE transportation, breakfast, and lunch

Bring your steel toe shoes and SIGNUP NOW

• Happy Hour 

– Friday, April 28th

• Meet the UP employees!

• TBA (watch out for our email!)
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Who is AREMA? 

What is the AREMA Conference?

What are the benefits of joining AREMA?
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AREMA HQ Student Membership

• $20 per year, free the first year

• Benefits:

– Free AREMA annual conference registration

– Free subscription to RT&S

– Participate on AREMA committees 

(great networking opportunities)

– Access to AREMA publications online 

– Participate in a mentorship program
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AREMA Student Chapter Member at UIUC

• $10 per academic year

• Benefits:

– Free AREMA Student Chapter T-Shirt!

– Free field trip and hands-on railroad experience!

– Include your resume into the resume book with 

NURail (connections to potential employers)

– Notified about scholarship and job opportunities 

– Own your very own quarter-zip for $35

– Run and vote during the election

– Attend the AREMA Conference at discounted price
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This year’s AREMA Conference…

• Indianapolis, IN

• 7am on Sunday, September 17th

to 7pm Tuesday, September 19th

• Register at AREMA.org 

• Cost as member of chapter: $80 + $10 (dues)

– DUE: August 31st 

– Lodging, transportation (PRIORITY based) and 

alumni dinner

– Fill out the form in the email

– Turn in the confirmation from AREMA.org
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Registration at www.arema.org
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Schedule of the Conference

• Sunday: Orientation, Quiz Bowl, Poster Competition, 

Networking Social

– Committee Meetings

• Monday: Meet The Next Generation Panel and 

Networking Event

– Technical Sessions

• Tuesday: Exhibit Open

– Technical Sessions
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Now you know!

• Any questions? We will be here after the presentation!
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AREMA Student Chapter 
4th General Meeting - Spring 2017 

Effective Networking
Please welcome our panel speakers/past presidents:

Sam Chadwick, Scott Schmidt

Everything in red letterings are from the presentation from the meeting!
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What do you do to prepare 

for a conference/ networking 

event?
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What do you do to prepare for a 

conference/networking event?

• Bring your resume and business card

– Get it reviewed 

(Engineering Career Services or your peer)

– Add course work, interest, extracurricular activities

• Dress in business attire (get comfortable shoes, clothes, etc.)

• Research the companies and committee meeting times

• Practice your elevator pitch 

• Register at Engineering Career Services

https://marcomcentral.app.pti.com/printone/login.aspx?uigroup_id=17077&company_id=16180&setcookiedetect=1
https://ecs.engineering.illinois.edu/
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What does a good elevator 

pitch consist of?
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What does a good elevator pitch consist of?

• “Name” 

– Best tip to remember 

them!

• “Your year” at University 

of Illinois

• “Studying” 

– Concentrations

– Research topics

• Short and long term goals

– EIT, PE, or location 

etc.

• Dialogue style 

– Listen to what they do

– E.g. Scott looking for 

people from certain 

company experience

– Taylor your 

conversations

• The cue to talk about 

yourself is when you 

heard “tell me a little bit 

more about yourself”
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What are some advices for 

the Meet the Next Generation 

Networking (Career Fair)?
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What are some advices for 

the Meet the Next Generation Networking 

(Career Fair)?

• Talk to companies you may not be interested in first to 

practice your elevator pitch

• Good eye contact and handshake

• Remember the recruiter’s name! 

– Use them while you talk

• Talk to your peers that worked for the company previously

• Don’t take everything from their booth…
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What are best ways  to 

remember the recruiter’s 

name AND for them to 

remember you?
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What are best ways to remember the 

recruiter’s name AND 

for them to remember you?

• Look at their badge

• Use their name once in the conversation

• If you forget them, interrupt and ASK!

• Talk about your research!

• Where you are from

• One neat fact about you!
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Continued…

• Look at their business card before you put them away

• End of the day, try to remember the person and the 

conversation you had from the business card

• Always have general questions you can talk about 

(such as “where are you from” “I have visited there, 

XXX was great”)

• Have an exit strategy (e.g. “Excuse me, I have to 

catch XXX, but thank you for talking with me”) 
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Continued…

• Keep your name to just first name

• Get your business cards out (sometime it help 

facilitate to get their business cards)

• Give them what you can offer (such as publication, 

articles, etc.) 

• Ask them for the presentation after the session and 

reach out 

• NEVER TOO EARLY to start networking
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Recap: When you are meeting new people…

• Remember their

– Name

– Company

– Position

– Where are they from 

– School 

– To ask for business card (write information on the 

back of the card)

• Follow up within the week 
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Thanks for coming!

• If you have questions, please let us know!

• Pay to reserve your spot


