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BERNARD TSCHUMI  
ARCHITECTS  
 
PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT(S): Bernard Tschumi  
 
LOCATION:   New York, USA 
    Paris, France 
 
FIRM OPENED:  1983 
 
EMPLOYEES:   32     
 
 
FIRM PHILOSOPHY 
Our starting point is ideas or concepts, and the ways in which concepts relate to other disciplines and to 
different modes of thought. Architecture is not knowledge of form, but rather a form of knowledge. In other 
words, whenever we start to do something as architects we need to ask ourselves what architecture is. 
Architecture is not a pre-given thing. We architects always think that we define spaces by using walls, but 
“to define” also means to provide a definition or meaning. As architects, we need to constantly define and 
redefine what architecture is. 
 
“Architecture is not about creating a static envelope. In other words, the building is always about 
movement in space,” Bernard Tschumi 
 
HISTORY 
Bernard Tschumi is first known as a theorist, he drew attention to his innovative architectural practice in 
1983 when he won the competition for the Parc de La Villette. The design for the Parc de la Villette was 
selected from over 470 international competitors. The objectives of the competition were both to mark the 
vision of an era and to act upon the future economic and cultural development of a key area in Paris. 
Since then, Tschumi received his reputation for groundbreaking designs. He opened his first firm in 1983 
in Paris and another one in 1988 in New York. 
 
With offices in New York and Paris, the firm has been the recipient of numerous national and international 
honors, and has established a world reputation for its innovative design solutions to client concerns of 
different sizes and scales, from small facilities to large-scale master plans. 
 
PROJECT TYPE 
Cultural, Educational, Housing, Infrastructure, Master Plan, Museum, Offices, Performance, Public 
Buildings, Theoretical 
 
COMPLETED PROJECTS 
Over 20 projects completed.  
Acropolis Museum, Athens, Greece 
Athletics Center, University of Cincinnati, Ohio, USA 
Parc de la Villette, Paris, France 
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Parc de la Villette                                    

 
LOCATION:   Paris, France 
    
COMPLETION :  1998 
 
BUILDING TYPE:  Park         
   
 
 
BUILDING TYPE + PROGRAM 
Parc de la Villette is a multiple programmatic field. Not only is the architecture used as a play ground for 
children, but it creates art for an enormous piece of land. The park also contains a large Museum of 
Science and Industry, a City of Music, a Grande Halle for exhibitions, and a rock concert hall.   
 
 
BUILDING DESIGN INTENTIONS 
The park was intended to hold a number of cultural events, such as cinema, theater, dance, and music. 
The park is a discontinuous building, but a single structure. Tschumi intended for the park to become like 
a cinematic promenade; each piece of the park represents a new frame creating many different views, but 
meaning nothing. This intention for the park to have no meaning breaks with traditional architecture: 
intending to create ideas and a story. Tschumi believed that “architecture must produce a distance 
between itself and the program it fulfills. There must be no identification between architecture and 
program: a bank must not look like a bank, nor a park like a park.” Therefore, Parc de la Villette does not 
look like a park, but rather a piece of art that challenges the mind.  
 
 
BUILDING PLANS, SECTIONS, ADDITIONAL IMAGES  
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